
 

 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 
 
The ADC is working hard to provide resources and information for both designers and producers as we navigate 
this ever-changing situation. We are also trying to help articulate best practices for our paths forward, for both 
designers and producers. In addition to our letter to designers of March 17, we offer this update for producers 
inquiring about cancellation fees for abandoned productions. 
 
The ADC office does not charge an explicit ‘cancellation’ fee. Every ADC contract includes provisions that apply 
for the abandonment or postponement of a production, located in the Standard Terms and Conditions for 
contracts (https://www.designers.ca/independent-producers-agreement). Recognizing that we are all in 
uncharted territory, we are asking that producers be compassionate to the significant financial difficulty and 
precarious situation faced by individual designers as a result of lost income. Simultaneously, the ADC 
understands that many companies will now be facing their own financial strains.  
 
We encourage companies and artists to negotiate fairly and in good faith to determine how to execute the 
abandonment of a production. We ask producers to consider messaging from the Canada Council for the Arts 
instructing them to ‘respect the contractual obligations’ established prior to the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Certainly, in any circumstance where a designer does not receive the full value of a contract as a 
result of a COVID-19-related cancellation, we would ask that this be carefully and transparently documented 
between the producer and designer, in order to facilitate any future claims for financial assistance. 
 
Finally, the ADC is heartened every day by stories we are hearing from around the country about companies that 
are choosing to fully honour artist fees for affected collaborators. We are grateful for this support, and believe it 
is a recognition that companies will likely be better positioned to access recovery funds than individual 
designers.  We strongly encourage all companies facing these difficult times to consider showing the same 
commitment and generosity of spirit.  
 
Should federal or provincial governments make recovery funds more readily available to businesses and 
companies than to individual artists, we urge those with abandoned productions to assist their affected artists in 
being made whole.   
 
Most sincerely, 
 
ADC Executive and Board of Directors 
Ken MacKenzie, President 
Kimberly Purtell, Vice-President 
Simon Rossiter, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Louise Plunkett, General Manager 
Gail Packwood, Executive Director (on leave) 
 
ADC Contact information: 
Office: 416-907-5829 adc@designers.ca  
Executive: president@designers.ca  


